
Sunbury, PA 17801 
September 10, 2008 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Shamokin Township Supervisors was held on 
September 10, 2008, 7:30 p.m. at the Shamokin Township Municipal Building. 
 
In attendance were Supervisors Carl, Rachau and Klinger, Secretary/Treasurer 
McKinney, Solicitor Jim Bathgate, Roadmaster Jon Clemens, Code Officer Ken 
Young and 7 visitors. 
 
Supervisor Carl moved, seconded by Supervisor Rachau to approve the August 
minutes as presented.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved on a motion by Supervisor 
Rachau seconded by Supervisor Klinger.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
 
Solicitor Bathgate stated the Ag Security Area proposals were sent to the 
Shamokin Township Advisory Committee and to the County Planning 
Commission. There were no comments.  Solicitor Bathgate read the names of 
the additional participants in the Ag Security area.  A public hearing was held at 
this time and there were no objections to the Ag Security area additions.  Several 
property owners wanted to be sure that they could still sell their land if they were 
in the Ag Security area.  Solicitor Bathgate replied that they would be able to sell 
their land, the Ag Security areas are meant to protect the farmers. 
 
Supervisor Carl moved, seconded by Supervisor Klinger to adopt Resolution 
2008-7 concerning the additions to the Ag Security Area.  Motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Roadmaster’s Report 
Jon Clemens reported that the line painting on Hosta Road was complete. Old 
Reading Road will be worked on later this month.  Friedline Road improvements 
are 95% complete.   
 
Supervisor Rachau moved, seconded by Supervisor Klinger to advertise for bids 
for the sale of the old truck.  The motion was passed unanimously.   
 
Concerning a request from Durdach Brothers for a guard rail behind their 
business, it was decided that Supervisor Klinger will talk with the tenants in the 
apartment on this street to ask their opinion on vacation of this road. 
 
Fire Company Report 
George Wolfe gave a fire department report for the month of fire company calls in 
the month of August. 



COG 
 
Supervisor Carl reported that the COG was enthusiastically investigating the 
process of doing a joint Act 537.  
 
Ordinance Review 
 
Concerning Ordinance 1999-2 that sets the supervisor’s pay, Supervisor Carl 
stated he would like to change this ordinance to pay the Supervisors the state 
maximum allowed by law and to pay on a monthly basis instead of only when a 
Supervisor attends the monthly meeting.  The current maximum for our 
population is $1,875.00 per year.  Supervisor Carl felt that the supervisors were 
underpaid and they also worked a lot of hours between meetings so it wasn’t fair 
to not be paid just because they couldn’t attend a meeting.   
 
The ordinance will not go into effect during each of the Supervisor’s terms but 
rather when they are reelected or a new person is elected.  
 
Supervisor Carl moved, seconded by Supervisor Rachau to have a new 
ordinance drafted to increase the pay of the Supervisors to the maximum allowed 
by state law and paid on a monthly basis.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Act 537 
 
Concerning the Adams Park Road a resolution was drafted addressing their 
sewage disposal needs.  The plan will be discussed with the residents of this 
road in the near future.   
 
Supervisor Klinger moved, seconded by Supervisor Rachau to adopt Resolution 
2008-4 a resolution addressing the Adams Park Road project and the plan to 
repair the sewage problem on this road.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
  
Retirement Plan 
 
Concerning a new retirement plan for the township employees a meeting will be 
scheduled to discuss a plan with a new vendor.  
 
 
Letter from Ronald & Jean Schreffler 
 
Concerning a water problem on the property of Ronald and Jean Schreffler, Ken 
Young reported that most of the drainage is not road drainage.  He suggested 
that some rip rap be placed across some of the ditches to slow down the water.  
Mr. Young also suggested to Mr. Schreffler that he move his driveway pipe to 
help with the drainage because it’s not in a low point.   
 



Supervisor Rachau moved, seconded by Supervisor Klinger to have the road 
crew install check dams with rip rap at the property of Ronald & Jean Schreffler 
to help with his drainage problem.  The motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting Policy 
 
Supervisor Carl moved, seconded by Supervisor Rachau to adopt Resolution 
2008-5 a resolution outlining a township meeting policy.  The policy will be 
posted in the municipal building and on the website.  Motion was passed 
unanimously. 
 
Planning Commission 
 
The Northumberland County Planning Commission approved a subdivision for 
Brenda Boyer.  
 
Tax Millage Modification 
 
Supervisor Carl discussed a tax millage modification to increase the tax millage 
from .5 to 1.  He requested the tax collector provide the supervisors with an 
estimate of how much the township is to get in property taxes every year.  
Supervisor Carl explained that there hasn’t been a tax increase in many years 
and with increasing costs it may be needed in order to provide services and 
maintain roads. 
 
Lahr Sewage Planning Module 
 
Supervisor Rachau moved, seconded by Supervisor Klinger to adopt Resolution 
2008-6 a resolution for a sewage planning module for the James & Karen Lahr 
subdivision.  Motion was passed unanimously.  
 
DEP 
 
A letter was received from DEP notifying the township about erecting stream 
bank fencing and ag. ramps at the property of Matthew Hornberger.   
 
Convention 
 
The convention will be held on Thursday October 23rd at the Sunbury Social 
Club.  The supervisors are to let the secretary know if they are attending by 
October 1st.   
 
Comments 
 
Supervisor Klinger stated that the dump at the Joe Chamberlin property has been 
cleaned up. 



 
Discussed were traffic concerns for the primary election that will now be held at 
the Stonington Fire Company.  Supervisor Klinger asked if the fire police could 
provide some kind of traffic control that day.  It will be looked into.  
 
Fire Insurance Escrow 
 
Secretary McKinney reported that she received a call from Robert Driver who 
owned the old skating rink.  The building was destroyed by fire several years ago 
and by law, a portion of the owner’s fire insurance must go into escrow to be held 
by the township, until the property is sufficiently cleaned up.  Mr. Driver reported 
that the property is cleaned up and requested his money.  Mr. Young will go to 
review whether the property has been sufficiently cleared.   
 
Supervisor Rachau moved, seconded by Supervisor Klinger to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:00 p.m. and to pay the invoices.  Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Stephanie A. McKinney  
        Secretary/Treasurer 


